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This blue early reader includes a fun and educational story

about a hippo who tries his best but is very clumsy! This

early reader is simple and easy to follow for children just

starting to learn to read. It is also interactive with

repetitive phrases that they can join in on.

Heather Pindar & Angelika Scudamore

Blue

This Activity Pack is for:

What is a Maverick Activity Pack?
This activity pack is for teachers and parents to help build comprehension and
engagement when guiding their students and children in their reading journey.
There are many activities in this pack that can be used alongside our Early
Reader stories to encourage children to get stuck in after enjoying the story.
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Fill in the Gaps
Can you remember the words from the story?

1. “It’s my           ,” said Chimp.

cake           school birthday

2. Flamingo and Zebra swung too. But not...           .

Hippo   Chimp Bob

3.            ! Hippo fell into Chimp’s birthday cake.

POOF         SPLAT CRASH

4. “Oh            , Hippo!” said everyone. 

yes   no          wow

5. He           over a rock. TRIP! THUMP!

fell  jumped hopped

6. “Do you like the              ?” said Hippo.

cakes  swim dance
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Tip: 
If you can’t remember

which word is the right one,
have another read of the

story to see if you can 
spot it!
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Fill in a Letter
What is the missing letter?

1. “Let’s sw    ng from tree to tree.”

y i u

2. S    ISH! BANG! He hit the tree.

H T W

3. “Let’s run as f    st as we can.”

e a d

4. Hippo fell into Zebra’s bir    hday cake.

f d t

5. “This is the best!” said Flam    ngo.

i a e

6. “Oh YES!” said e    eryone.

w f v
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Tip:
If you get stuck, 

sound out the letters and see
which one makes a word.
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Word Search

birthday

cake

Chimp

Flamingo

Hippo

splat

swim

Zebra

F S W I M C M B
L H E Q Z H P I
A C A K E I N R
M D H N B M S T
I A I T R P J H
N U P V A G Y D
G S P L A T B A
O K O X H F E Y

publ ishing
t.01403 256941
sales@maverick-arts.co.uk
www.maverickbooks.co.uk
www.maverickearlyreaders.com

Bo
ok

Band

Blue

Words:

Oh No, Hippo!



Answers
Fill in the gaps:
1. birthday

2. Hippo

3. SPLAT

4. no

5. fell

6. cakes

Fill in a letter:
1. i

2. W

3. a

4. t

5. i

6. v

Wordsearch:
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